Raphael Bousso, 12 January 2012
How many of you know who Dick Fosbury is? And what is Dick Fosbury famous for? Yes, the Fosbury flop. Dick Fosbury reinvented the high jump, and since Fosbury won the gold medal in the Mexico city Olympics in 1968, all high jumpers go over the bar head first, facing up toward the sky.

Which brings me to today’s speaker, Raphael Bousso. I’ve known Raphael since he was a student visiting Caltech with Stephen Hawking back in the mid-90s. He got his Ph.D. in Physics at Cambridge in 1998 working with Stephen, was a postdoc at Stanford and the KITP in Santa Barbara, then joined the faculty at Berkeley in 2003, where he is now a Professor.

Dick Fosbury was famous for the Fosbury flop, and what is Raphael Bousso famous for? That’s right: the Bousso bound. Thanks to Raphael’s clear thinking, we now know how to state precisely an old idea due to Bekenstein (who by the way won the 2012 Wolf Prize (in physics), which was announced this week, as did Caltech’s own Michael Aschbacher) – that the information contained in a region is bounded by the area of the region’s boundary. Using the Bousso bound, we can apply this principle to general spacetimes. 
When not bounding over holographic screens, Raphael thinks about the universe. Sometimes, speaking of a scientist we much admire, we say he or she is a “universalist”, but Raphael is even more: he is a “multi-versalist”. Some think a multi-versalist is even better than a universalist. Others disagree, but controversy adds spice to life.

Thinking about the multi-verse is not only audacious, it is also very confusing. I would entrust the challenge of telling you about this subject only to someone whose clarity of thought and word are beyond double. And so I give you … Raphael Bousso speaking about The Multiverse.
